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BETTER POLICIES FOR BETTER LIVES

OECD unemployment rate down to 6.5% in January 2016

The OECD unemployment rate fell by 0.1 percentage point to 6.5% in January 2016, 1.6 percentage
points below the January 2013 peak. Across the OECD area, 39.9 million people were unemployed, 9
million less than in January 2013, but still 7.4 million more than in April 2008, before the crisis.
In January 2016, the euro area unemployment rate declined by 0.1 percentage point, to 10.3%,
continuing its downward trend. Within the euro area, the largest falls were observed in the Slovak Republic
(down 0.3 percentage point, to 10.3%), Ireland (down 0.2 percentage point, to 8.6%), Luxembourg (down
0.2 percentage point, to 5.8%) and Spain (down 0.2 percentage point, to 20.5%).
The unemployment rate in January 2016 also decreased by 0.1 percentage point in the United
States (to 4.9%) and Japan (to 3.2%), while it increased by 0.1 percentage point in Canada, to 7.2%. More
recent data show that in February 2016, the unemployment rate was stable in the United States.

In January 2016, the OECD unemployment rate for women was stable (at 6.6%), while the OECD
unemployment rate for men declined by 0.1 percentage point (to 6.4%). While, in the pre-crisis period, the
unemployment rate of women had exceeded that of men, both the crisis and the subsequent recovery
disproportionally affected men. In the following period, between early 2011 and 2013, the unemployment
rate for both groups remained stable at around 8%, with slightly higher rates for women; since then, the
unemployment rates of both men and women have declined in tandem, with women’s unemployment

remaining slightly above that of men.
OECD Harmonised Unemployment rates, s.a
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Methodological Notes: http://www.oecd.org/std/labourstatistics/44743407.pdf

All rates and levels quoted are seasonally adjusted (s.a.)
New Labour Market Statistics: http://stats.oecd.org/index.aspx?queryid=36324
Country Note: The statistical data for Israel are supplied by and under the responsibility of the relevant Israeli
authorities. The use of such data by the OECD is without prejudice to the status of the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem

and Israeli settlements in the West Bank under the terms of international law
Contacts: For further information readers are invited to contact the OECD's Media Relations Division on

(33) 1 45 24 97 00 or e-mail news.contact@oecd.org
For technical questions contact stat.contact@oecd.org
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Table 1: OECD Unemployment Rates, s.a.
Percentage of active population

2013 | 2014 | 2015 2015 2015 2016
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 |Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec | Jan

: : 8| 60 59 57 56
Euro area . . 1.2 11.0 107 105 | 10.7
: : 1| 62 60 62 58
: : 3| 86 87 81 79
: : : 1 63 62 62
: : : 3 62 61 6.1
: : : 1 93 95 94
: : : 8 47 46 4.4
: : : 4 70 66 6.3
: : : 0 96 91 88
: : 123 122 115 115 | 11.4
: : 6| 36 38 36 35
: : 4| 43 44 43 43
: : 8| 58 59 60 53
: : 6| 79 76 75 72| T 4 74 T2
: : 5]121 115 114 108|114 113 111 10.8
: : 231 225 217 209|217 214 212 209
: : 5| 44 42 49 47
: : 55 5.6

Notes:

(1) Following the changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Turkey, data from January 2014 onwards are not comparable with previous
data.
(2) United States: Unemployment rate for February 2016 was 4.9%.
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Table 2: Unemployment Rates by Gender, s.a.
Percentage of corresponding active population

Women Men
2015 2015 2015 [ 2016|2015 | 2015 2015 [ 2016
Q3 Q4 | Nov Dec | Jan Q3 Q4 | Nov Dec | Jan
56 54| 54 54 54| 60| 58 58| 58 58 57
10.9 107 | 107 10.6 10.6 105 103 | 10.3 103 102
63 59| 60 58 60 62 58| 57 57 60
75 74 72 84 82| 82 83 84
' Chle | 68| 68 63| 63 67 58 61| 6.1 58
66 63| 63 58| 60| 58 59| 59 60 59
88 89| 89 89| 99]100 100|100 99 958
41 41| 41 4.0 49 47| 47 47 46
69 64| 66 64 61| 61 59
74 73| 73 7.2 105 101|101 100 938
124 121 | 122 12.4 109 111 |11.0 11.2 109
35 33| 33 33 37 35| 36 35 36
45 45| 43 4.3 42 42| 40 45 40
55 50
74 73 7169 66
12.2 11.7 102 96| 96 94 92
231 226|226 22.2 204 195|195 192 19.0

Switzerland | 46| 52 48
United Kingdom | | 514 | 50

Note:

| 54 5.2

(1) Following the changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Turkey, data from January 2014 onwards are not comparable with

previous data. From this date, data by gender are OECD estimates.
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Table 3: Unemployment Rates by Age, s.a.
Percentage of corresponding active population

Youth (15-24)

Prime-age and Older Workers (25+)

2015 2015 2015 [ 2016|2015 | 2015 2015 [ 2016
Q3 Q4 | Nov Dec | Jan Q3 Q4 | Nov Dec | Jan
125 124|124 124 119 49 47| 48 47 47
223 222|224 221 220 94 93 93
134 123|125 121 127 45 45 47
223 228 226 66 66 6.6
156 151 | 151 14.7 50 5.0
112 107 | 10.7 10.8 11.1 53 51 50
221 222 222 76 77 77 17
7174 74 42 41 40
16.3 14.9 | 155 | 60| 58 56| 56 55
194 192 19 76 78 76
38.1 393 | 97
102 10.0 | 105 9.9 30 30 30
79 79 33 34 33
158 139
20.6 20.6 | 20.5 204| 64| 64 61| 61 59 58
265 251 | 25.1 235 101 96| 96 94 92
475 462 | 46.1 45.0 19.8 192|191 19.0 188

Switzerland - 10.6
United Kingdom | | 14.1

9.8

13.6

Note:

| 39 3.8

(1) Following the changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Turkey, data from January 2014 onwards are not comparable with

previous data.
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Table 4: Unemployment Levels, s.a.
Thousands of persons

2014 2015 2015 2015 2016
Q2 Q3 Q4 Oct Nov Dec Jan

| Major Seven | 23,639 21,632 | 21,925 21,310 20,918 | 20,876 20,916 20,960

Euro area 18,631 17,441 | 17,685 17,202 16,838 | 16,959 16,803 16,752

744 752 781 738 | 743 739 731

423 432 401 390 | 389 390 392

540 537 537 533 | 540 533 529

190 183 180 180 | 179 181 179 177
232 249 254 254 | 254 254 253 252
2,000 1950 | 1,968 1908 1,865 | 1,881 1,866 1,848 1,827
344 308 280 286 278

243 207 197  191| 192 191 190

3230 3033 | 3,114 2944 2943 | 2,948 2930 2,951

937 976 | 1,013 976 937 | 926 944 940

2,511 2306 | 2,316 2292 2332| 2,339 2239 2,418

141 144

1,567 1,308 | 1,309 1,292 1,254

359 314

5611 5056 | 5164 4,958 4,784

215 219

1,996

Note:

(1) Following the changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Turkey, data from January 2014 onwards are not comparable with
previous data.
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