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History and company profile

ESPERIENCE

Assess and cover risks from

Solidity
€ 5.5 bn

Net worth
and rating BBB+

(Fitch)

▪ SACE is the Italian Export Credit Agency, that jointly with Simest forms

the Export and Internationalization Hub of Cdp, the state owned

entity that promotes the development of the Italian industrial system

▪ Sace Simest support Italian companies with a wide range of insurance

and financial products: export credit, investment protection, financial

guarantees, surety bonds, factoring, equity investments and soft loans

▪ with a € 114 billion transaction portfolio, Sace Simest facilitate the

financing   of   large   projects   involving   an   Italian procurement,  

providing foreign buyers with competitive finance/ payment terms

1977 2005 2010

40 years

2014 20162004

Establishme SACE is SACE enters SACE enters SACE enters SACE is Cdp approves
nt of SACE transformed the short-term the surety the factoring acquired by the transfer of

as the Italian

ECA

into a SpA

wholly 

owned
by MoF

credit insurance

market

market market Cassa Depositi

e Prestiti (Cdp)

76% of

SIMEST's
shares to SACE
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UAE a strategic area for Sace Simest

2018 2018

OUTSTANDING  

COMMITTMENTS

2018

EQUITY INVESTMENTSPIPELINE

▪ UAE represents a focus market for our activities due to huge Governments investing in infrastructures, urban  

development and industrial diversification

▪ Sace Simest was the first ECA to open an office in Dubai, a strategic hub for reaching out business opportunities

all over the MENA regional hub for the GCC and North Africa countries

▪ UAE selected among pioneer markets to promote our “Push Strategy”

Sace Simest in the UAE

€ 850
Mln
+111%
vs 2017

$ 5,0
mld

# 5
€3 mln

2

2



Case studies - Infrastructures

Ministry of Transportation - Perù

▪Export Credit Facility of €800 mln entirely covered by SACE granted from Cdp, KfW IPEX-

Bank, Banco Santander, Société Générale and ICO destined to the construction from the

Consortium Metro 2 - participated by Ansaldo STS and Salini Impregilo – of the new metro line

Lima-Callao

▪ Export Credit Facility of € 125 mln entirely covered by SACE granted in Project Financing

by a pool of international banks for the construction on a BOT basis of a 3500 beds hospital

campus in Ankara, commissioned by the Turkish Ministry of Health

Ministry of Health - Turkey

National Grid - UK

▪Export Credit Facility of € 520 mln 90% covered by SACE granted by a pool of

international banks for the design, supply and installation of a submarine cable

interconnecting UK and Norway energy grids with a capacity of 1400 MW, part of a project

valued at €2.0 bn
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Letter of Interest to UAE  

Department of Finance to  

support up to $1.0 billion for  

projects connected to the Expo  

2020 site involving Italian  

suppliers

Construction of Italian  

Pavillion: a MOU with General  

Section Commisioner for Expo  

Dubai 2020 to build Italian  

Pavillion

Letter of Interest to Etihad Rail  

Network to support the project

Letter of Interest to Al Maktoum  

Airport/DACC: €1.0 billion credit  

line for purchasing Italian goods  

and services for the construction  

of Dubai South

Sace Simest: enhancing trade and investment opportunities in the

UAE

$ 300 mln

CDP group's first

initiative in the

infrastructure in the

UAE. Fully backed

by

SACE + interest  

providedmake-up  

SIMEST

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRANSPORTATION

€ 120 mln

SACE  has guaranteed

Italian  sub-supplies for

€ 120 million to expand

rate the Dubai metro  

by network toward Expo  

2020



Some highlights on the infrastructure projects in the UAE

2

5



Connecting mind, targeting the infrastructure

Dubai Harbour

2
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Sharjah

Dubai Creek Tower DIFC 2.0

Hyperloop

Zayed National Museum



Focus on Expo 2020 Dubai
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Head Office
Rome Piazza Poli 37/42 • 00187 • Tel. +39 06 67361 • Fax +39 06 6736225

Italy
Bari +39 080 5467763 • bari@sace.it | Bologna +39 051 0227440 • bologna@sace.it | Brescia +39 030 2292259 • brescia@sace.it | Florence +39055

536571  •  firenze@sace.it |  Lucca  +39 0583 444234 •  lucca@sace.it |  Milan  +39 02 4344991 •  milano@sace.it |  Monza  +39 039 3638247  •  monza@sace.it |

Naples +39 081 5836131  •  napoli@sace.it | Palermo +39 091 581100 • palermo@sace.it |  Pesaro  +39 0721 383229  •  pesaro@sace.it | Rome +39 06 6736309 •

roma@sace.it | Turin +39 011 3997839 • torino@sace.it | Venice +39 041 2905111 • venezia@sace.it | Verona +39 045 8099460 • verona@sace.it

Worldwide
Hong Kong +852 35076190 • hongkong@sace.it | Istanbul +90 212 2458430/1 • istanbul@sace.it | Johannesburg +27 11 4638595 • johannesburg@sace.it |

Mexico City +52 55 24536377 • mexicocity@sace.it | Moscow +7 495 2582155 • mosca@sace.it | Mumbai +91 22 43473470 • mumbai@sace.it | Nairobi +254

719 014 207 • nairobi@sace.it | São Paulo +55 11 31712138 • saopaulo@sace.it

| +971 45543451 | dubai@sace.it
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Presentation of Italian technologies and 
projects



Roberto Nassi
Head of Branch Dubai of MM
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Presentation of the Italian Special Economic 
Zones by 

Pietro Spirito
President of Naples Special Economic Zones
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“The Special Economic 

Zones of South Italy: 

economic development 

and investment 

attraction”

Pietro Spirito-President of 

SEZ Napoli
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The most important data on the shipping sector in the Med
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Main ports & Shipping statistics in Italy
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World container traffic reached 140 million  TEU in 2016, 

showing an increase of 3.1% after hitting a low of 1.2% in 2015. 

The recovery was caused by significantly increased traffic on  the 

Asia-Europe: the projections until 2022 suggest a medium 

average increase of 5%
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MED AREA IS 

GROWING 

NORTHERN 

RANGE IS

SLOWING 

DOWN

The analysis of container ports by 

geographic area: the new role of Med

Northern Range market share (40%) is 

decreased between 2008 and 2017.
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In Europe the Italian ports are first for passenger traffic and third for cargo (Eurostat)

Passenger traffic Freight traffic
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Total movements:  501.423.074 (+ 1,6%)

di cui:

Liquid bulk: 187.769.189 (+3,3%)

Solid bulk: 70.487.125 (-3,4%)

Other cargo: 243.166.760 (+1,8%)

Containers (TEUs): 10.651.399 (+0,7%)

Passengers (n): 51.264.160 (+5,4%)

Italian Port  Networks  - 2017
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«A geographic area - bounded and clearly identified - located within the national border, also consisting of 

non-territorially adjacent areas with a functional economic connection, and with at least a port area with 

characteristics established by EU Regulation n.1315,  of December 11, 2013»

(D.L.  June 20, 2017, n.91, art. 4, c. 2)

SEZ in the Italian legislation
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The creation and launch of a SEZ  
is important  to stimulate the 
growth of  an industrial and 
logistics hub and to attract 

Foreign Direct Investments.

Objective

The objective is to switch from 
supply-side economics - heavily 

characterized by support 
initiatives benefiting entire 

industries - with an approach 
based on development factors, 

through integrated tools available 
at a regional and national level. 
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Benefits

Companies operating within the Special Economic Zone gain benefits in terms of:

-Streamlined customs processes;

-Fiscal breaks;

-Financial advantages;

-Semplified administrative procedures.

The goal is to promote the growth of companies already operating within the SEZ 

area, while attracting new ones.
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Benefits and time frame

Incentives

Incentives aim to both 
supporting companies 

already operating in the 
area, helping modernize 
pre-existing production 

sites as well as  
developing new industrial 
settlements capable of 

leading to the creation of 
innovative products.

Simplification

Within the Special 
Economic Zone, 

companies will benefit 
from simplified 

administrative and 
burocratic procedures 

through  regional law and 
national measures 

defined by the law n. 11 
2019.

Time frame

Investment terms require 
a minimum of seven-year 
commitment. SEZ is set 
to last fourteen years, 

which can be extended 
for an additional seven. 
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Priority, to access benefits, shall be given to:

➢ Industries relating to export;

➢ Innovative products and production processes;

➢ Impact on stable employment.
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Nation-wide incentives

➢ Tax credits on investments up to 50 million Euros;  

➢ Simplified administrative procedures;

➢ Access to credit.
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Tools to simplify  development processes 

“Newly established companies and pre-existing ones, developing 

entrepreneurial, economic or investment activities within the SEZ area,

may leverage simplified business processes, put forth by regional and 

national administrations [omissis]…” 

(art. 5, co. 1, lett.a) DL 91/2017)
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The recent national law for simplification, approved by the Parliament in February
2019, introduced - in Special Economic Zones - specific tools and administrative

advantages for the companies that will invest in the SEZ area

Reduction of half
time for all the 
administrative
authorizations

Enclosed Customs
area within the 

SEZ

Single window for 
all the 

administrative
procedures

The national law for simplification in SEZ
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Access to credit

Agreements signed 
with Intesa 

Sanpaolo Group, 
available to finance 

entrepreneurial 
initiatives within the 

Southern Italian 
Special Economic 
Zones of Napoli, 
Bari e Taranto. 

The role of the 
financial products in 
order to sustain the 
initiatives within the 
Special Economic 
Zone is a strategic 

issue.



Thank you for 
your attention


